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TODAY'S WEATHER 


It will be wet for Wales, central and 
eastern England with heavy rain or hill 
snow in the north. Very windy in 
southern and eastern England, especially 
in the morning. This rain and hill-snow 
will clear gradually north-east. Mainly dry 
for Scotland and Northern Ireland with 
bright spells in places but cold. 

SUN 

Rises: 7.29am 
Sets: 4.03pm 

MOON 

Rises: 10.40pm 
Sets: 12.32pm 
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- : not available, m: misty, c: cloudy, s: sunny, 
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Today's winners 


SUNDAY 



£100 in 50 winning postcodes 

£50 in 50 winning postcodes 

£20 in 400 winning postcodes 

£10 in 20,000 winning postcodes 

I for every ticket 

postcodelottery.co.uk/results 


Inside XT , 

Notebook 2^*°^ 

magazine... 

Judge Rinder B :s - 

talks needing : 

to obey the 
Strictly rules 



'Get rail plan 
on track' call 

NORTHERN bigwigs are 
pressing Mr Hammond to 
give the HS3 rail link the 
green light on Wednesday. 

His predecessor George 
Osborne coughed up 
£60million in development 
funding for the line. 

But new PM Theresa May 
has been lukewarm about 
the coast to coast scheme, 
which would link cities from 
Liverpool to Hull. 

Now figures including 
Manchester and Liverpool's 
would-be mayors Andy 
Burnham and Steve 
Rotheram and the leaders 
of Leeds, Manchester, 
Newcastle and Sheffield city 
councils have written to the 
Chancellor demanding a 
clear completion timetable. 

They say that HS3 or 
Northern Powerhouse Rail 
would create 1.5 million new 
jobs and boost productivity 
by 15 percent by 2050. 

Mr Burnham said: "If the 
South-East had to put up 
with the North's transport 
system, there would be 
protests in the streets.” 


2.5% VAT CUT 
ON THE CARDS 


EXCLUSIVE BY NIGEL NELSON 

Political Editor 

PHILIP Hammond is to pave the 
way for a £12billion VAT cut in his 
mini-budget on Wednesday. 

The Chancellor fears slower growth, 
a weakening pound, creeping inflation 
and ElOObillion lost to Brexit will stall 
high street spending next year. 

So he will use his Autumn State- ^ 
ment to hint at a temporary reduc- 
tion in VAT from 20 to 17.15 per 
cent - but keep it up his sleeve for 
the 2017 Budget in March. 

Tax expert Chris Sanger, of \TF i 
global investment firm EY, said he 
expected a Statement of “hints 
and winks, with the real 


Hammond hints 
at High St boost 

action to follow in the spring”. Mr 
Hammond, below, will spend £1.3billion 
on improving roads, saying traffic jams 
cost £13billion a year in lost output. 
m&L Last month the Chancellor got 
Tk\ a boost when figures showed 
, the economy had grown by half 
5 f a per cent in the third quarter, 
vy. j above expectations. 

' But only two weeks later the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies warned 
of a £25billion hole in public 


finances by 2020. IFS economist Thomas 
Pope said this could herald “significant 
further austerity”. 

A £4billion cash injection into the 
NHS is on the cards and pensioners will 
get greater protection from fraudsters. 

But Mr Hammond will not cut Corpo- 
ration Tax, as George Osborne promised, 
and salary sacrifice arrangements - 
where staff agree to reduce their pay in 
return for other benefits - will be hit. 

There are also plans to build houses, 
freeze fuel duty and cut air tax. 

Shadow Chancellor John McDonnell 
said Mr Hammond’s failure to invest 
enough risked turning the “Tory infra- 
structure pipeline” into a “pipe dream.” 

nigel.nelson@trinitymirror.com 


Russia to ask Trump for help bombing Syria 




EXCLUSIVE BY NIGEL NELSON 

Political Editor 

RUSSIA is to ask Donald Trump to give 
it the OK to carry on bombing Syria. 

The shock move is today revealed by 
Vladimir Putins London ambassador 
in an exclusive article for the Sunday 
Mirror. Alexander Yakovenko says talks 


will begin with the US President-elect 
when he takes office in January He 
admits Russia tried and failed to get 
President Obama to do the same. 

He writes: “Use of the Air Force in 
Syria is part of a diplomacy backed by 
force. We have been trying to coordi- 
nate with this US administration. Well 


continue doing so with the next one.” 
The US and Britain have considered 
no-fly zones over devastated Aleppo, 
but they have held off for fear of starting 
a world war. A three-week pause in the 
savage bombardment ended last week. 

LAST KIDS' HOSPITAL HIT: PAGE 11 
COMMENT: PAGE 14 


IT has to be borne in mind that Russia 
sent its Air Force to Syria only on 30 
September 2015. 

According to our Western 
interlocutors, it was a critical moment 
when Damascus was about to fall to the 
ISIS onslaught. 

The foreign terrorist organisations, 
proscribed by the UN, such as ISIS and 
"Nusra”, are the single most important 
factor that distorted the entire setup in 
Syria. In fact, the terrorists are leading 
the opposition militarily, including in 
East Aleppo. 

Accordingly, if they call the tune on 
the battlefield, they'll do the same in 
Syria if they prevail. Our only strategy 
in Syria is to allow the Syrians to decide 
for themselves. The Syrian opposition, 
if it is to be a credible partner in the 
political process, should disengage 
from the terrorists. They are offered 
places at the table in Geneva. 

The open-ended political talks will be 
aided by the International Syria Support 


BY ALEXANDER YAKOVENKO 

Russian Ambassador to the UK 


Group, of which Britain is a member. Use 
of the Air Force in Syria is part of a 
diplomacy backed by force, which is the 
central point in foreign policy strategies 
of our Western partners. We have been 
trying to coordinate with this US 
Administration. We'll continue doing so 
with the next one. 

Already for a month our Air Force 
hasn't been attacking East Aleppo. The 
Air Force operations resumed to hit 
terrorist infrastructure in the provinces 
of Idlib and Homs. No civilian 
infrastructure is targeted. 

The Russian military does what they 
can, based on extensive 
reconnaissance, to exclude any loss of 
life among civilians. No lies will 
undermine our resolve. 

Unfortunately, like in Mosul, the 
terrorists use civilians as human shields 
in East Aleppo. They also prevent 


delivery of humanitarian aid. 

While fostering ceasefire at the 
grass-root level (almost 1,000 villages 
have already signed up), our military 
has been delivering over 30 tons of 
food, clothes and medicines weekly. 
Some of this assistance is now 
delivered by rail (we helped repair the 
railway in Latakia). 

The opposition doesn't offer secular 
democracy. So far, their alternative 
seems to be an end of history rule by 
fanatics. Whatever the reasons for the 
dynamics of civil war in Syria, it is clear 
that the opposition can't prevail 
militarily without outside assistance. 

This says a lot. Unlike, say, in the 
English Civil War, people prefer to sit 
the violence out in refugee camps 
abroad. But most of them find refuge in 
the areas under government control. 

Syria is a multi-ethnic and multi- 
religious sophisticated society with a 
deeply ingrained business culture. 

They deserve peace. 


WARNING Boris Johnson 

£12bn cost 
of customs 
union exit 

EXCLUSIVE BY KEIR MUDIE 

Political Correspondent 

LEAVING the EU customs 
union will cost UK firms 
£12.7billion, according to 
Open Britain campaigners. 

Boris Johnson indicated 
this week that the UK would 
be forced to quit the trading 
bloc as part of a Brexit deal. 

The Foreign Secretary 
said: “We probably will have 
to come out of the customs 
union, but that’s a question 
I am sure will be discussed.” 

Open Britain also claim 
the move would raise the 
cost of goods by 10 per cent, 
under EU Rules of Origin. 

Joe Carberry, of the 
pro-EU group, said: “Minis- 
ters should commit to a full, 
public cost-benefit analysis 
of the consequences.” 

Gassing on phone 

IT takes 15 minutes to get 
through to energy suppliers 
on average, with the worst 
taking up to 27 minutes to 
answer calls, Which? found. 
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CORRECTIONS & COMPLAINTS 


If we have published anything factually inaccurate, 
please contact our Readers' Editor on 020 7293 3953, by 
email at ftr@mirror.co.uk or write to Readers' Editor, 
Sunday Mirror, One Canada Square, London E14 5AP and, 
once verified, we will correct it as soon as possible. 

The Sunday Mirror is published by MGN Ltd, a subsid- 
iary company of Trinity Mirror PLC, which is a member of 
IPSO, the Independent Press Standards Organisation. 

We adhere to the Editors' Code Of 

Practice as enforced by IPSO which is contactable for 


advice at IPSO, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, 
EC4M 7 LG. Website www.ipso.co.uk Telephone: 0300 123 
2220, email advice@ipso.co.uk 
If you have a complaint concerning a potential 
breach of the Code of Practice, we will deal with it 
directly or IPSO can refer your complaint to us. Please 
go to www.trinitymirror.com/howtocomplain where you 
can view our Complaints Policy and Procedure. A "How 
To Complain" pack is also available by writing to the 
Legal and Compliance Department, Trinity Mirror PLC, 
One Canada Square, London E14 5AP. 









